Hematopoietic stem cell transplantation for severe combined immune deficiency.
Hematopoietic stem cell transplantation (HSCT) has been the definitive therapy for severe combined immune deficiency (SCID) since the first successful transplant for SCID in 1968. Improvements in the use of HSCT to treat patients with SCID are continuing. For example, during the last 5 years, the first successful in-utero HSCT, and the first success with gene therapy have occurred in patients with SCID. Debate still continues about the role of pretransplantation therapy for SCID patients, and the biology of post-HSCT immune reconstitution is under investigation.